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Dear fellow members of The North American Station including the Commodores and Governors 
of GKSS, KDY, KNS, KSSS and NJK, 
 

Re: Five Club Regatta 2015 
 

I recently returned from sailing in Scandinavia to attend the Awards Dinner for Five Club, held in 
a large private dining room of New York Yacht Club’s Newport location, and would like to share 
the excitement and camaraderie of that event. 
 
A total of 35 racers and coaches, in dresses or blazers with Home Club ties, graced the lawn 
overlooking Newport harbor for refreshments in bright sun before retiring to the dining room. 
It was a perfect conclusion to an event that, by all accounts, lived up to expectations. 
 
Despite modest winds and the threat of thunderstorms, six races were concluded. Competition 
was close and, in the end, NJK was able to carry home the elegant Five Club Regatta trophy. 
 
But more important than the racing were the friendships that emerged from four days together 
in Newport – a true reflection of the objects of Five Club and of The NAS: “…promotion of close 
ties between North American and Scandinavian yachtsmen.” 
 
It was also exciting to be able to announce that KNS has offered to host Five Club in 2016, so 
many of the attendees at dinner will expect to see each other again next year in Oslo. 
 
Many people helped make the event a success but I would especially like to acknowledge 
Angelica Barrows, Dave Brown and Sheila McCurdy. Angelica led the planning over the past 
eight months and enlisted Dave and Sheila early on. When Angelica was called to a family 
medical emergency in Norway and couldn’t attend Five Club, Dave and Sheila canceled their 
own cruising plans and took over on site. I was a distant observer but can attest to their round-
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the-clock attention to thousands of details involved in safety; getting 35 sailors and coaches to 
and from Newport; housing, feeding and entertaining them; transporting them around 
Newport; and organizing the boats and on-the-water activities. Thank you, Angelica, Dave and 
Sheila! 
 
We all look forward to Five Club in Oslo in 2016. 
 
And remember:  
 

“The Gods do not deduct from man’s allotted span those hours spent in sailing.” 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Ernie 
 

 


